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Friday 3% December 2021New Yea® Eve)

Apart from running the locos occasionallyrydittle has happened to theyout this yeaas my railway activity has
been with the larger stuff. | did decide to thin auty collection 0fOO gaugéocos as | hadar too manyfor the more
limited track since the middle section became ¥§hauge layout.

However Christmas brought nome of he Hornby HM6000Iue tooth controllersvhich | mentioned last year. They
did not finallybecomeavailable until nd 2021. ldwever, Santa forget to includepower packso | had to wait until
today for the one | ordered on 3o arrive. Howeverit did give me timdo carry out the necessary wirirghanges
so it was not an issud&he HM6000has now replaced the analogue controller for the &gk andthe latterhas

been moved to thédQyauge track for reasons explained later.

Connecting it to the existing power cables was straightforward and the device provides two circuits, one connected
to the outer track and the other to the inner. Control is done via an dmpnloadedto an Android devicd. put it on

my phone and my table the latter is better as you can see both circuits at the same time whereas on the phone
you need to scroll down. First impressions are favourable as you have much of the flexibiligt watln gCC in

terms of being able to control the locos whilst standing anywhere in the room and it does peoefdsce of Steam,
Diesel and Electric soun@ga the tblet speaker)l have only tried the steam sound option so far and it isavetrly
impressivehough it is speed responsivéam hoping it wilbe possible talownloadbetter sound files at some

point. One drawback is that there is no power connection for the points, yod teebuy the accessory controller
version HM6010 to get that and | would need two to cover all the points o®thdayoutWhich brings me neatly

to why | moved tle old analogue controller to thh@yauge layout



Theaccessorypower supply on the old ¢tnby controller usedor the Hauge track is a bit feeble and would not
properly support the sound card | had moved from the OO gauge layout. However the new one is pemarfil
to drive both the\H(Qyauge acessories and the OO gauge points controldirl needed to do was extend the wiring
to the OO gauge points controlldt® alsohalfthe size s@ winwin. | now havea sound optionon both layouts
thoughthe Hauge only has a steam optidncidentally, he pointsswitch blocksitting on top is in fact wired to
provide thevarioussounds (whistle, gard etc) provided by the card by pressing ggpropriatebutton. Happy
bunny, | wonder what Santa will bring for the layout next year.

Saturday 28 December 202@boxing Day)

Just look at how long it is since | updated this blogg . | did say it would not be the autumn but intfaehitsver 18
months so two autumns have passed and in the interim the world has been in the grip of thel9qasdemic.
However, that is not the real reason, if you look at my Garden Railway blogg, you will find that during mid 2019 | go
hooked into arger scale railways. Truth was that | had pretty much run out of ideas and challenges for the OO and N
gauge layout. It has been played with very occasiopstily works fineand looks good. The only thing that was

missing was sound which adds so muehlism to a layout. | had pinned my hopes on a new product being

developed by Hornby which shows great promise and | placed and advance order for the device last winter with an
SELISOGFGAZ2Y Al é62dA R 0SS aKA LI wductionso dddy ey Banerpmdblgms A £ ¢
with it ¢ pity.

Anyway, | have installed a sound card in one of my garden locos and this inspired me to investigate using a similar
the 00 system. | hinted to my wife that such a card would make a very acceptabEnpand yesterday it was

under the tree. In anticipation | had already done much of the preparation work making up suitable cables and
connectors and by late morning it was working. The wiring itself is quite messy at the moment but when | have
completed my experiments, | plan to fit most of it into a box. The system walrks on one track at present, | intend

to try connectng it to a seond track buthe sound card is for steam locos so it would only sound right if | limited
running to steam locasThere might be a way round this and | do have a diesel sound card that can be used for
experimenting.There is of course the n gauge layout to think about as well. This will most likely need a separate
sound card; maybe next Christmas.
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power output to the track is connected to the card and the engine noise (chuffing) increases in volume and beat as
speed is increased. The switches aresdito give two variant of horn, a guards whistle and the brake system. A
couple of other sounds are available but | only have a 4 port switch for now. All the sounds can be invoked using a
remote control to a built in infraed pickup.

If you click on thepicture you get a brief video. Perhaps not as elegant a solution as the one proposed by Hornby an
| still plan to by one when (if?) they start shipping them. In the interim it makes a real difference to the enjoyment of
using the layout.

Tuesday 26 March 2019

Finally settled the layout of school, café and cottages as you can see in the pictures below. | have also put down
ballast and grass over the remainder of the layout but that is about it. Really the railway has taken a back seat and
am unlikelyto do much if anything more until next winter other than occasionally play trains. | still need some more
animals to populate the fields and this has proved problematic. The cows | ordered back in January still have not
arrived and the sheep | ordered aMalays later turned out to be disappointingly small so have been discarded. The
cows were from the same supplier so | imagine they would also have been too small. | will search for some
NBLX I OSYSyGa odzi AGQa y2 f 2y dBehibwell doidiligghdmy dvife. Hoveedet R |
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| have also cleared out all my remaining 00 track and a couple of the 00 gaugetivesniReally | still have too
many so adw more will probably go. The money | get goes into my railway project fund. Updates suspended until
the autumn unless something really special comes along.


../Sound Card - 00 layout.mp4







Friday &' March 2019

| seem to have spent a lot of evenings fiddling with the layout but initially looking at the latest picture, not a huge
amount to show for it. However, a more detailed examination will show that large oval space on the RH side of the
layout is now quite wik populated. | have laid a road from the bridge ending in a level crossing over the n gauge and
00 gauge tracks. Two small platforms replace the previous station/platform which | felt was too large for this part of
the layout. One of the halts is Semingtand the other Beanacre, both quite good replicas of the originals.

On once side of the RH oval, as well as Beancre halt | now have the church and the Railway Arms pub. The
OKdzNDKel NR KFa | aSrd FyR I &St SOU Atabes with unBrillasdSila G 2 vy S
festering about these. They are a Metcalfe item and the packet contains one small piece thick cardbeeutl, pre

with the parts for the four tables and a small sheet of paper printed with a selection of umbrellavtapk youhave

to cut out. You have to provide your own umbrella poles (paper clips in my case) and figure out how to attach them.
They look & but £4.50 seems like a Fpif when you consider that the school building on the other side and the
café/shop which are &th far more complex cost unde®fach. Felt so strongly, that | sent an email to Metcalfe
complainingg well it made me feel better anyway.

b2i adNB &SG SEIOQOGfe K26 L Y F2Ay3I (2 I e2dzbledKS Y
am also seeking inspiration on how to populate/decorate the area between the n gauge tack and the grey platform
on the 00 track. Was thinking of a coal yard but not sure the shape lends itself to that.

Saturday 16 February 2019

| had a major lsange of plan just after my last update. | decided to decorate the part of the layout behind the Holt
Station backdrop. To get better access | removed the backdrop and the larger backdrop at the back of the layout.
This opened up all sorts of possibiliteasd in the end, | have dispensed with the centre backdrop altogether so that |



can integrate the whole layouThe rear backdrop will be replaced eventually though | may use the panels from the
centre sectionSince then it has come on rather well andhrl well advanced on the modelling of the LH side and
centre section. Still no clear idea of what to do with the RH rear section other than to link it with a bridge but
inspiration will strike in due course. Probably next winter as bikes and the gardeegirening to demand more of

my time.

Thepictures give a good idea of how it is progressing. In one of them you may be able to see the Castle class
locomotive | bought last week. This now completes my wish list of locomotives. Not able to do much rdnning o
trains as the mess from the construction could damage the rolling stock. Still a lot to do but in the main it is adding
fine detail rather than major construction. The only sad part is that | have yet to think of a way to use my lovely cane
boat modelc 6 dzii X
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Tuesday 29 January 2019



| have made a few more purchases in the last week or so. Some are just additional modelling supplies but | have
bought some more rolling stock, a set of three mineral wagons which | will fill with coal in due cdussa cpuple

of GWR goods vans. More excitingly, | have bought a rather nice F&2HP2airieloco which you can see in the

picture hitched up to the B set of carriages. In the siding is the bk&e® BT (which is still on loan from Paul T)

hitched © my collection of mineral wagons. In the background is the railcar waiting at the up platform and the GWR
0-6-0 PT is in the yard with hitched to a set of goods wagons. Quite a pleasing display. To complete my collection |
would like one more loco ideallyHall or similar kul have not yet found anything suitable either at the dealers or

on eBay.
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On interesting experiment which seems to have paid of is my shunter shown below. This is actuallyraddsme
creation using a Katbl-103motorised chassis bought from Japan for the extortionate sum of £12.99 inc deligery.
only an 04-0 (actually the basis of their trams) but all 4 wheels are powered and it will happilyfplliack of

wagons. The body is a from an American style cabaagmn (that was unusable as it had strange hitclaes)

needed very little trimming to make it fithe two level design makes it look shunter Bkelthe three holed drilled

at the back jusabout completed the illusion. | always run it backwards as it looks more realistic that way; very
satisfyinglt was bought mainly to provide a cheap & simple platform to experiment with radio control at some time
but I think | will have to buy another foinat project.



Friday 25thJanuary 2019

Having more or less finished the main part of the n gauge layout, | have been giving attention to the 00 layout over
the past couple of weeks. The picture below shows the RH end of the layout where the 00 sd&ehgenced and
ballasted and a backdrop added. The corner by the controller now has a small row of terraced houses with a road i
front and at the rear corner on the 00 layout is a small platform. There is also a platforniagiott ®n the n gauge

track though | am not sure at this time if it will remaMy pride and joy iavery nicemodelcanal boat which |

picked up at the Calne MR show last weekend



The next picture shows the LH end of the layout which | am really quite pleased with. Thekd8 baltasted and

has a hedge along one side (running under the bridge past the station) to another small platform on the branch line
A fence runs along the far side of the layout. The mess of wires for the n gauge layout has been tidied and what
remainsis hidden under various sheds or under the tunnel. The inner circle of the n gauge track has been fully
fenced and is a park area with a collection of horses and donkegsp are grazing on the top of the hill. I did

originally intend to put my model ciich up there but the sheep are far more appropriate. This cestainproves

the appearance of the back part of the layout but in effect this only deals witf df3he area. For the moment |

have run out of inspiration over what to do with the centnedaRH sections of theearof the layout. This is made

slightly more complex as | have to mix 00 and N gauge scenery. However, this seems to have worked ok on the LH
side
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Monday 14" February 2019

My unlucky streak over purchases has continued. The rack of 5 mineral wagons arrived on Saturday and looked re:
good all in new unopened Dapol boxes. However, when | tried them on the track they just would not run properly.
Investigation revealed that 8f them had axles that had far too much side play such that they either fell out or
dropped and jammed against the base of the wagons. The other two seemed ok in this respect but kept derailing
periodically. They have now been sent back and the vendogivas me a full refund. | also heard from the vendor

of the 0:6-0 tank this morning who agrees the loco is faulty and is also giving me a full refund including the return
postage.

There is some better news though, | ordered a replacemegt@from Hattons along with a B set of carriages in

GWR cream/brown and a rather nice mechanical horse in GWR colours. They arrived today; the loco runs fine and
GKS YSOKIFIYyAOlIt K2NBRS t2214a 3IANBIG Ay GKS JI22R&a t@l NRO®
populate the layout now

Having given more thought to the actual running of trains on the layout, | concluded that getting power to some of
the sidings just by setting the points was pretty tedious so | have wired three of the sidings which formautigica

via switch so that they can be live when required. This allows trains to run on the main track and shunting activities
through the good shednd milk shed. Pretty neat in theory. Apart from that the layout has just been left to harden
off before | sart adding other features.

Wednesday & January 2019

Busy week. The goodies from Tregikack arrived on Saturday and the telegraph poles are already installed. Did this
first so that the grass and ballasting can be applied round them. The ballastibgéragrogressing steadiyhA G Qa |
slow task so | do a bit then get on with something else. | found | had diluted the PVA glue significantly more than we



recommended and | had not added the washing up liquid which helps to make it soak in better. Myniatesto
the correct formula though results are still a bit patchy. Sometimes it will harden of overnight with the first
FLILJX AOF A2y > a2YS oAGa asSSy G2 ySSR Wiz LIbugah alstzisi® ®
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Also in the goodie pack are some signals but these turn out to be plastic kit form and look so tiny and delicate that |
doubt my ability to build them satisfactoritya job put off till | am really in the mood.

On Sunday Paul Taylor and myself went to a model railway show in Frome. Amongst other minor things | bought a
Dapol 66-0 pannier tank in GWR green which was on my bucket list. It was supposedly new and lookbdtgood

when | tried it out at home it was very jerky in operation and had very little performance compared to my other two
locos. It is now on its way back to the vendor who has offered a full refund. Bit saddaes tend to reinforce my
preference for lnying only new items from established dealeEszen more sad is that there is a dearth of the locos

that | need at present. They need to be pvar GWR colour schemes to fitmy thema 2 YS 2 F (G KS NAX 3
is available but mainly in BR colourssthave to be patient.

I did have one small success and bought a racknefdsGWR 20 ton mineral wagons on eBay for a good p#diel.
need now is a suitable locomotive paill them.

Friday 4" January 2019

Frustratingly the parts | ordered from Tragkack on Monday have nget arrived so progress has been limited. |
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will sit. This was my first attempt at using PVA adhesive and iatkaa me several goes to get it right. Possibly | put
0KS WINIaaQ R2gy (22 0GKAO(lfe&@ 2NJL RAR y2i 61 GSN GKS
Ayid2 GKS WINI &g everthémthetop @ds still 180Sei It taok sesdRay@lications over 3 days before

it finally hardened off. Hope the ballast | have on order is a bit easier to work with as there is a lot more of it to do.



Flushed with success over my canal feature, | have now down the same thing at the other &md isua bit wider
allowing for a towpath as well. The original feature will now stay as a single track railway. In the longer term | might
actually connect both ends and run a train across the back. At a model show | attended last year someone had set
I GNIY G2 Ndzy ol O1él NRa | yR FT2NBI NR&a I ONRP&aa KAa SEK
reversing switch at either end. That could be quite a nice feature.

The auction of surplus OO gauge stuff went well and everything sold at more or less what | was expecting. Took m
Fff RIFIe@ 2SRYyS&RIFe& G2 &a2NI 2dzi GKS LI LISNB2N] X LI O1 |
| have my eye on an N gaatpcomotive and some rolling stock.

Thursday 2% December 2018

Christmas has limited my railway therapy time but | have managed to cobble up a backdrop board. | used some
ddzNLJ dza LI FaGdAO o0602F NRAY3I dza SR T2 Nhskwharg iticandedrontoatitis i S |
light, easy to work and best of all free. | had to cut holes to allow the locos (OO and N gauge) to pass through. And
was just going to tidy them up by building dummy tunnel entrances. However, | had an epiphanyagtd tiat is

what | have done for now at one end, the other end is more ambitious and features what will eventually be a canal
ONR&aaAy3ad !'a L R2y Qi KI @S | OFylf o62FdG G LINBaSyid:
permanent feaure if | cannot find a suitableanal boat I have found some excellent backdrop picture rols
Gaugemaster and intend to buy a couple to decorate the otherwise very blank tvalle also started putting up

the fencing for the station area. Congj alang nicely.

Items needed: Ballast, telegraph poles, backdrops, bstfggsand signals- all now ordered but will not arrive until
early January due to thigolidays.




Sunday 2% December 2018

The connectors and the fixing pins arrived by post on Saturday morning, excellent service given it was so close to
ChristmasHaving got the bulk of the track laid out | had to cut some flex track to join up various sections. The
nature of the layout predzRS R dzaAy 3 2dzad LINBEF2N¥SR asSoOidAizya |yR Ff
lengths, ideal for long runs. With the 00 layout | used very fine screws to fix the track, ideal because it was easy to
remove and rday as ideas developed. The n gawgck is so small there was no ready source of fine enough screws
so it would have to be fixed using Pecos track pins. When | belonged to the model railway club | saw members ther
using a small (toffee) hammer to tap in the pins but I did not feel denfiusing that technique. Instead | drilled

holes of the same diameter as the pins (about.5mm) but not quite to the full depth. The pins are 14mm long and my
bit was set to about 10mm. | then usa tool | had made to push the pins into the plywood base tool is just a

6mm piece of s/s rod pushed into a handle for comfort. The business end is hollowed slightly to keep the head of th
pin centred. Worked like a charm with no damage to the rails. Moreover, by not pushing the pins in too hard, you
can getsmall sidecutter pliers underneath to lever it out. Had to do this a couple of times to reconnect rails that had
not engaged the fish plates properly.

With the track firmly fixed down | could tidy up the wiring which had been all surface mounted fooéas

adjustment initially. All the connections to the rails are soldered as | was not impressed with the Peco connectors |
had bought. Very small holes were drilled along side each wire so that it could be routed under the board. The final
connection to tke controller power lines are still made above the board for now but eventually all will be moved
underneath when | am 100% confident about the wiring.

The diagram below shows the how the power is applied to the track and the isolator sebtaiaghatThe track
layout itself is much simgled so far as the station itself is laid out
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The next step is to create a backdrop board which will effectively hide the loop section leaving just the station itself
visible for modelling. It will give me a very large free space behind the backdrop board which can be used for storin
spare rolling stick and locomotives for both the 00 and n gauge layouts. At present | only have two locos and a smal
amount of rolling stock all on loan from a friend so that is something on the wishlist when funds allow. In the interim
| have plenty of work to do so #his not goriority matter. Unlike the 00 layout where | went overboard buying locos,
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Thursday 20thDecember 2018

| had been agonising for sontiene over the design of the baseboard for the auge project and practical difficulties

over collecting a suitable sized plywood sheet. In many ways my prevarication was a good thing as last Sunday lha
Eureka moment. My 00 layout has a double outer loop and a complex arrangement of points anchgeloensiin

the centre and sits on a board that is 8ft x 5ft. You can see this in the LH picture. A check with the measuring tape
suggested that if | removed all the centre track, the n gauge layout would fit neatly in the space cidetegh it

would besad to loses some of the features of the 00 layout, what remained still allowed for two train operation and
realistically it made a lot more sense to have only one room dedicated to model raifiiaging space to keep a
da4SO2yR Tyé¢ 0@ metprovingasy dr papdak. &3 hauts &ater | had my vacant basebsasRH
picture. Spin off benefits include a built in controller and being able to sell off surplus track etc to buy n gauge stuff.




Building the new layout was thdairly straight forward and by the end of Monday we had the track all laid out but it
did just fit.| was unsure how best to fix the track so initially it was all held in place with drawing pins wulgté
preliminary wiringand checked out the conneciiy.

This was where | hit snag as nothing worked to start with. As | gradually disconnected parts, eventually it did work
but only as discrete sections not when wholly connected. So | traced the rails and found to my surprise that the inne
rail eventudly became the outer rail and vieeersa. No wonder the trains would not run, they were seeing a zero
voltage regardless of how much | turned up the power. | thought | had checked this possibility out when | first
designed the layout, but clearly | gowitong!

Anyway, the solution was pretty easy once the problem had been identified. Fortunhielgssential iteng a

bridge rectifierq was part of the equipment made redundant when | removed the centre of the 00 layout. All |
needed was tasolate a piee of track on each loop and then feed power to these section via the bridge rectifier. To
Y& AyiaSyaS NBtAST:I 6KSy L 0200t SR Al dzLJ GSYLR2NI NRT &
locomotives can only run through the isolatsélction in one direction. This is not really a problem as | have set it up
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need two controllers (which | have) one for the down loop and tor the up loop. In fagiyou could do it with just

one controller but then you would have to reverse current as the loco left the isolated section. Sounds complicated
but in practise it is very easy to operatertainly easier than the reversing loopét up for the 00 track using one
controller.

The next step is to sort out all the temporary fixings and spaghetti wiring. For that | needed some isolating track
connectors (fish plates) and fixing pins. In the interim, | cut up strips of kitchen floor laminate (glorified lino) to
simulate ballast antb cut down some of the noise when the trains are runniigry tedious job and took a couple
of evenings but well worth doing as | found with the 00 layout. You can see the result in the picture above.



Sunday16™ December 2018

Despite the lack ofpdate, | have made a significant amount of progress with the n gauge layout. For 2 weeks | kept
0KS flreé2dzi a akKz2gy o0St2g 2y | (GSYLER2NINE o6l aSoz2l NR
Metcalfe models. One disappointment was the statiai In itself it was superb but it was really too wide for my
platform. Holt had only a single platform sandwiched between the up & down lines and is relatively narrow, plus of
course that you cannot put the station buildings to the side. Everythingduefit within the width and leave room

for passengers to pass either side. | rearranged the track to allow for a wider platform but it created a number of
difficulties. When | reeheckedthe measurements my original width was correct so in the end | byilown station
building from scratch. Quite pleased with my first attempt. | had also made a milk shed from scratch the design
based on one very poor picturelater found somebetter picturesand realised some of my key features were not
correct so | mde a second, much improved In my view modsith plus my scratch built bridge are shown in the
picture.
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3'Y December 2018

A friend loaned me a large amount of n gauge track and rolling stock so that | was able |sylostaatiapart of

my plan which did through up a couple of wobbles. These changes were incorporated into the AnyRail document at
a shopping list was produced. The items were ordered on Friday afternoon and arrived on Saturday (from he llse of
Man). There was a glit hiccup as the parcel appeared to be damaged so | had to wait until Monday to discuss this
with the supplier. Fortunatelynone of the parts inside were damaged so all was well. The track layout shown below
is now loosely assembled so that | can measuyy for the platform and other items | have to build from scratch.



Some of the building will be made from Metcalfe kits which are a very good replica of the actual buildings. | will not
be fixing the track to the current baseboard as it would almost ¢eltaget damaged trying to unpin it.

26" November D18

| spent a couple of weeks trying out various layouts using the Anyrail software before setting on something that was
reasonably close to the real thing but which could be built using starfé=rd ngauge track and would fih my
O2yaSNII(i2NEd ¢KS RSaAdy o6St26 NBIdZANBa + tHéE E wmpé
workshop) and is an interim layout to get started.

Car Park

Medium term | want to extend the layout as shown below to include loops so that the trains can run from the up
platform and reappear at the down platform. The idea is to wall in the station site itself as the area to be decorated.
The loops will be hiddebehind the walls and left largely undecorated. This concept is pretty standard in the model
railways | have seen at exhibitions though in these the back area is normally the fiddl&heualerall size of the
fléez2dzi 62dzx R (GKSy 0 IBenaughéndlightremoégtbto berlai@d adolirfd &nd &tdrdd when not

in use.

~

14" November 2018

With winter pretty well inplace and motorcycling no longer quite as appealing, thoughts have returned to model
railways.l am happy enough with the OO layodduilt last winter and it gives a lot of pleasur@o regrets about
abandoningDCE wSIff& AGa Y2NB 2F | € FNHBHS NI A yWplanStdexténd - y
or develop it further for the moment. Instead, | have been revisisome earlier ideas about building a scale model
of one of our local stations.
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The drawback | quickly found was just how large it \daeed to be if | wanted to included the engine sheds, good



shed and marshalling yards. It was definitely a nono in OO gauge and even n gauge would have required far more
room than | had available. So sadly, that idea had to be abandoned.

However, my wifesuggested Holt station as we have a family connection togmay fatherin-law was a goods

Of SNJ & KS NBThis provédKoSe mudinmo@ ardmising prospect as it is relatively simple and compact but
was of course the junction for the Devized Gy Seé f AyS dzyGAf GKS mdcnQaod ¢ K S
the idea so that is what | am now working on. The picture shows the track layout and a couple of shots of the statiol
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Thursday & March 2018

Over the last weekend | strippeaxit all the DCC chips from the locomotives | wanted to keep and rounded up all the
spare decoders | had yet to install. Before doing this | set up the Railmaster system one last time and tested
everything, making video clips of the DCC fitted locos ilomct also reviewed my collection of locos and decided
GKFG Gg2 O2dzZ R 6S FRRSR (2 GKS W¥F2NJ altsSQ tAaldoe hyS$S
other was the -2T Tank locomotive with the Hornby decoder | bought recently asgban Autocoach set. Ketley

Hall was really only special because of the sound chip and without a DCC setup it was nothing speeta2TThe 0
because | already have one and frankly neither runs very well on my layout. They are very sensitive to track
configuration due to thepoor design of theickups | was surprised by how much stuff became redundant and how
much it was worth even at second hand pricdts now all on eBay and most has already reached my reserve prices.

I will be surprised if it doesot all go. The trick now is to try and ignore how much | paid for it all in the first place.

The revised layout | described below has worked well in practise but | did find one limitation. The outer track has no
passing loop or sidings so can only hole @co at a time. In fact when | originally designed the layout | did include a
passing loop but removed it to make space for a platform. | Then used the points to provide an extra passing loop ©
the inner track close to the station. Fortunately, it wasweasy to reinstate the passing loop though | did have to

buy one extra point to complete the change. This now allows me to have two longish trains on the outer circuit and
to switch them between the loops. The remaining task is tmstall the pointanotors which are in the spares box.



Thursday ¥ March 2018

Over 6 weeks since | last wrote up the railway blog. Mainly because | had rather lost interest for a while and apart
from the very occasional play with the trains | have done nothing with it.

With the current and protracted cold spell, there has been no incentive to work outside or in the garage so the
railway room beckoned. As usual, | had some new ideas to try out to improve the layout some of which worked and
are now implemented; one faileahiserably and has been abandoned but did spark of one permanent change. The
failure concerned an attempt to run the track up to the hill in the corner. Sadly, the slope was too steep and though
some of the trains could climb it unladen most either lackee power or developed wheelspin when pulling a load.
However, adding an extra point diiive me an additional in the marshalling yard so not all was lost.

The other changes concerned the electrics rather than the track layout. | have rather lost faghDICC side of

things. To be really useful it needs remote control rather than having to rush back to the computer to make changes
The failure to get the handheld tablet software to work along with the failure to integrate the accessory controller
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benefit for me was the ability tase sound but since | only have one sound equipped loco and adding sound to the
others would be both complex arekpensive, | have decided to abandon DCC for now at @astfinge benefit is

that | cancontinue to use some of my favourite older locos which were unlikely to convertible to DCC.

The decision was made easier in part because | have rethought the poweections to the track and added
another controller so that | can operate 3 locos independently and transfer locos between various section of the
track. Frankly three is as many as | can comfortably operate simultaneously with my lay and some seatldns wo
probably have been very complex with D@E part of the change, | moved the main controller for the two outer
loops so that it is adjacent to the point switchepreviously they were at opposite ends of the table. The new
controller controls the innereversing loop and is sited where the originahtroller was located and has its point
switches adjacent as well.

It took quite a lot of trial and error to get all working properly but everything now seems too work wehe of the
things | found hipful was to include some paired leds so that | could see the polarity was correct when transiting



from one controller to the next. Visuallgbove ground there is not much to see apart from the relocated
controllers. Most of the changes are only obvieu®en you look at the rats nest of wires underneath.

A couple of pictures are below to give an idea though they are not particularly clever and | now realise | should havi
tidied up a bit and replaced the buildingad accessorigsefore taking themOne d the future tasks is to remove

the DCC chips from the locos so fitted. Not strictly essential for the ones fitted with Hornby chips as they can be set
to both DC & DCC operation but chips tend to be fragile so best to take them out if not needed. Geen@ster

chips are DCC only so have to be removed for DC running.
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Tuesday 2% January 2018

Work on the layout has been spasmodic due to other pressures including fitting new cooker hood which inevitably
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rather more than last year | thought. | managed to limit my spendirff2tto buy an engine shed and a small church.
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For a few days | have been thinking about the layout and how to improve it. One igbtles has been getting the

points set correctly when entering the reversing loop section. It had all got a bit busy because the pgnblse

access to one of the marshalling loops and | kept getting it wrong. One evening | sat down with the egym p

and figured out a new route using the branch line. This actually saved me one point and a motor which will no doub
get used later and | finally +&rranged things last night. Thevised layoutvorked very wellnd its much easier to
control. The eversing loop section is still isolated from the remainder of the track and with its own controller so |

can run two locos independently. At least that was the theory but last night things only partially workethand

things were very confused.

| spenta couple of hours this evening tracing all the wiring and the power connections and frankly found nothing
wrong. Isolating sections did not solve the problem. Finally, after removing and remaking the main section power
connectors everything started worlgrproperly again. No real idea what | had fixed but possibly one of the
connectors was a bit loose. Anyway it now all works fine.

Saturday 1% January 2018

The 26-4T model 4P sold on eBay today for about a fiver less than | paid for it which is a bit sad. Anyway its been
paid for so | packed it up and took it to the Hermes dodpshop early afternoon. The buyer should get it Monday
according to the trackiginfo. Flushed with the cash | started a search for a church to go on top of the hill but of



course nothing suitale can be found at the moment. You can get a kit but | am being lazy and trying to find one
alreadybuillf (G KS& R2y QG T Sng®&kit sl asYdamsBe. Ith&ve a/profotyp in mind based on
the church at the top of Chosen Hill in Churchdown where we used to live. Anyway this is the picture of the hill and
tunnels so far. Still a lot to do but the structures provide the fram.
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Thursday 11 January 2018

Two areas of progress The first is an extension of the tunnel enclosure over the inner reversing loop partly to add
% feature and partly to allow the creation of a roadway up to

the top using part of the road bridge | buibr my last layout.
LQtf GF1S I LAOGdzZNE aK2NIfe
idea is b provide access to the church which is intended to

sit on top of the mound. Which reminds me that | have still

not found a suitable kit or assemlglenodel; mist resume an

eBay search when | have updated the notes. | think this will
look quite good once completed.

The bridge rectifiers | ordered from China arrived yesterday
and | have now wired the reversing loop using one of the
rather than my home built redied. This has tidied up the
rats nest of wiring you can see in the picture below as most
of it is now under the layout.

Monday &" January2018

One of my favourite locos is the Lima Diesel railcar (the
oFylLryl +Fta AGQa 1y2s60 d¢yR (2
difficulties negotiating the points onto the branch line station




which would be its natural destination. Odd really as | also have the Hornby Express Goods version which is identi
in terms of its running gear and which seemed to have no problemthdthsection of the track. Anyway the more |
investigated and thought about the more | realised that | had not planned that part of the layout properly. Indeed it
was not planned at all; it just sort of grew like topsy. Overnight it occurred to me toatd cearrange the track to

simply the transition and to create a longer branch loop. This proved very successful and both railcars now run
perfectly onto the branch line result.

Glad this is sorted as otherwise | had considered selling the Lima Rdolegrwith the 26-4T model 4P which is now

2y S.le&d L ¢gFa RSALISNIGS (2 KIF@S 2yS odzi AG KFa ySoQ
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decision to dispose of it.

The new computer seems to have settled down and fires up the DCC system very reliably and is certainly much
handier to work with than the laptop with its tiny scregreyboard and touch pad. | have resumed sonadnivith

hand held devices which enable you to control the DCC system without needing to be at the computer.
Unfortunately, though | have managed to get it all installed on an old tablet it does not work terribly well. My initial
reaction was that | had net it up correctly but after consulting the experts on the Hornby Forum, it would appear
that the product does have problems and Hornby, or rather the Railmaster software developers do not seem overly
interested in sorting them out. Some bits do workdahis marginally useful. You can operate all the sounds and the
stop button works. You can also make the loco reverse but not alter its speed from whatever was initially selected.
Getting it to go forward is tricky dicky stuff. It will never start dihgthat way but sometimes if you get it going in
reverse then press the forward button it will slow, stop then go forward. However, | am not sure this is a safe
practise. If it was an integral part of the licenced Railmaster package | would probablijthiviebut you have to buy

a separate licence and | am jibbing at paying the money for something offering such limited functionality and with n
likelihood of improvement if the Forum is to be believed. | have about 60 days left on the evaluation copy to
continue with my experiments before making a final decision.

Thursday4™ January 2018

| have worked my way through the track and found that at least two of the ne points are faulty in terms of current
flow. One on the marshalling yard | was able to fikegaasily. The other is one of the curved points on the main line
and so far | have not been able to fix it satisfactorily. | had to resort to a work round by removing the isolator fish
plates on that loop to avoid creating a dead spot. There is alsesag ibn one of the power clips which | am
wrestling with in slower time. Anyway, the new42 now seems to run ok both in DC and DCC. | do have another
couple of locos which are glitchy but as far as | can recall they did not behave well on my ol@idngui hey are

not my favourites so | may well simply move them on. | have plenty of locos to play with now and it would free up
some cash to replace them with something else that takes my fancy.

I have finally got the new
computer working correctly,
had to borrow an old PS2
mouse from a friend as it
would not run reliably with a
USB mouse when the
Railmaster system was also
running. Seems to get conflicts
on the USB port | could never g
resolve. Asoon as | switched
mice everything seemed to
work ok. A picture of the
computer corner is below ,
have an old kitchen high stool &
in the shed which should fit
nicely in this corner when |
need to sit down. One slightly

m—




irritating thing when running under ©is that fact that the controller is 7ft away from tpeints switches. There is

no obvious place to relocate them and of course | would have to redo all the wiring which would be a pain. Under
DCC | could control the points via Railmastardeed | boubt a new accessory decoder for £10 at the club open day
and Ron had another which is likely still available should | decide to go that way. In any event, with DCC you can us
a mobile phone or tablet as a remote wireless controller. | will most likelyogmdhat route.

Sunday 3% December 2017

bS¢ ., SINDna 99S a
update for 20172 SQ@S KI R
for the last couple of days so nat
lot of actual work completed but my
two grandsons had fun playing with
the trains and the electric point#\s
you may be able to see in the
picture | have now numbered all the
electricpoints with flagsso itQ

easier to identify which switch does
what. Still make the odd mistake bu
not nearly so many. The base
structure of the tunnel can be seen.
The housen top is not a
permanent feature, | plan to have a
church and to build a roadway to
provide access.

The Autocoach set | bought on eBay
turned up on Saturday and is very nice. It has a Hornby decoder chip already fittetiareltested ibn both DC
andDCC. However, | do have a small problem which | am currently investigating. It runs perfectly in reverse but is
jerky at slow speeds running forward. Having done some testing and tried my eth2r@co, | am beginning to

think that it is a problem witlthis style of loco as it too struggles particularly over certain points. Two of the wheels
have traction tyres and | think it is not picking up current properly though why this should only be a problem running
forward is a mystery.

On Saturday | spetihe afternoon helping at the model railway club open day as they were short of volunteers for
the OO layout. First time | have been let loose with the layout in fully operational mode and it took a while to get the
hang of it Great fun and | am beginning regret my decision not to renew my membership. Th n gauge side had
plenty of participants but their layout is not yet fully functional. It was late afternoon before they had any trains
running and even then it was just short trips, no complete circlittere layout is huge and looks fearsomely

complex, | just hope they are able to complete it and operate it successfully.

Thursday 28 December 2017

Work on several fronts over the last few days though not all totally satisfactory. | wired in thecehin&ller

initially using the desktop computer | recently acquired. This worked in fits and starts but the mouse kept fteezing
they are both USB devices and they seem to be clashing. A search on the internet did not help and I am now on the
hunt for aPS/2 fitting mouse which should avoid the problem. Trouble is they are virtually extinct so it may take a
while. In the meantime | reverted to the laptop and was able to get some of my DCC locos running. However, there
areintermittent dead spots mostly @sciated with points and the locos either stopped or ran very slowiyaabus

points. Some locos were better than others but all had the problem to some dedgaeeunsure how to fix this at
present, it was not a problem | had with my previous layowrethough it had pretty mixed bag of track compared

to the all new track on this layout. Problem on back burner for now.



I have now turned my attention to scenery and started experimenting with placement of key features such as
stations. | am currentlysing somef my original platformssuitably modified where necessary as a starter. | have
Ffa2 YIRS dzLJ I 0O2 dest Sip deardvile® sgedaysbapey are ne@€isdy/ Bapered at each end
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templates. | felt that a tunnel feature was needed so | have created a template for this as well. | am thinking of
putting a church on top of tunnel structusnd building an approach road to it.

Whilst testing the tunnel entrance sizes with coaches and large locos, | found a problem with the siting of the point

on the new branch line I installed recently; the motor was
shagging the bodywork in some casesealised that | had installed it on the inside curve of the point, moving it to

the other side cured the problem. | should have realised as a couple of other motors had to be moved earlier for the
same reason.

Saturday 2% December 2017

The rails and th wire both arrived today, last post before Christmas. The rails were soon installed as all the
preparation work had long been done. A quick test run showed the reversing loop layout to be working fine. | have
this whole section on a separate controllpgrtly to prevent any possibility of polarity issues and partly because it
will allow me to operate a locomotive in this section with another locomotive running concurrently and
independently on the outer loops.

The wire enabld me to complete the cablingf the remaining points though it was touch and go.olfithe Hornby
points motors appear to be faulty. They work when tested on their own but will not operate a point reliably,
normally working in one direction only. | tried them n both on a numbertb&ppoints and got the same result so it
seems unlikely that it was a faulty point ansing another new point motor got things working. However, that left

me with a pair of points without motors. Fortunately, | had a couple of Peco points motors wtsistiblyacould have
been made to work with the Hornby points. To be safe | dismantled part of the marshalling yard section within the
reversing loop and swapped two Hornby points for a pair of Peco points | had used in this area. These are all hand
operateda 2 R2Yy Qi yoB&Re. Y2 (i 2 NA

The remaining task is to devise a way to label the points and switches so | can easily identify which ones | want to
set. The wiring underneath is also pretty untidy so that needs sorting as well. The other task on the electrical front i
to connect up thenew computer and eLink controller to s#d have DCC as well as DC. That will probably have to
wait a few days as Christmas is now upon us and | am not sure how much railway time | will get.

Thursday 21 December 2017

Not as much progress this wedlam still waiting for the set of*iradius rails | ordered on"®ecember. Looks like
the guy did not actually post them until 4nd theparcel isnow mixed up in the Christmas postal chaos. Really
irritating because as it turns out | could have boutiem for rather less and had them delivered a week ago from
one of the established model railway retailersim also still waiting for the wire so that | can compete the
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positive thing was the arrival of the additional capacitors for my CDU. They have been soldered in and now all 4
points in the quad group work first time every timEhe other positive thing was the arrival of the autach | won

on eBay last week. Looks really gobdlso one an autocoach set consisting of tkéDloco and two coaches (the

loco sits in the middle and in real life could be driven from either coach. This is a DCC fitted Dapol model. | am
undecided whetker to keep two autocoach setups or sell my exiting one which an Airfix model and not DCC
compatible.

Other than that, it has just been a case of tidying up odd and ends. One thing | want to do issput kdbithe

marshalling yard section of track so tHaan see which ones are live. | plan to use the standard Hornby power
connectors for this and | know | have (or rathe had) several but so far only one has emerged. | could solder the led:s
directly to the track but the power connector is neater and camimved around.

Given the lack of progress with construction, | worked through the box of goodies that John Hill brought up last
week. The rolling stock seems to fall into two categories. Category one is stock which was bought ready made and
the main natches well with my existing Hornby etc sto€itegory two is rolling stock which John has assembled
FNRBY (1AdG&a YR Yrye RIFEGS o6FO1 G2 GKS pnQa FyR cnQao
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valuable ones. However, they all share one common feature in thetthey the earlier type of Hornby/Triang

coupling which does not mate well with the modern coupling. Mixing and matching is not therefore a realistic option
and to connect them to one of my locomotivesave modified a wagon so that has both couplingtsd aeed to do

the same thing to a guards van when | can find a suitable one to modify.

Sunday 17 December 2017

Visually the layout does not look a great deal different to the Tuesday picture. However, that belies a considerable
amount of time that has been invested. Mainly wiring in some of the points. This is a tricky and time consuming
process especially sinceost are operating in pairs and one set are in a quad configuration. This latter threw up a
new problem, or rather resurrected an old problem of lack of power from the CDU. Took a while to figure out the
problem as initially | suspected my wiring and spetat of time double checking everything before isolating the
cause. | hah a hat with the supplier of the CDU and he is sending me a couple more capacitors to boost the power
hopefully this will sort the problem. In the interim | have to monitor the kr&ery carefully otherwise | sometimes

get some unexpected results when running a test loco. About half the points are now wired up, the rest will have to
wait until the extra wire | had to order arriveshave managed to create some isolation spots antthck (which will
prevent derailments on the main loop). These in turn required additional power connections otherwise some parts
of the track would be permanently dead but all now seems pretty good in this regard.

I did make one alteration to the picted layout and put a passing loop on the top (LH side in picture) section. This
was in the original design but | had run out of points. The arrival of the replacemdtieféaulty one made it

possible to add this loop. | have also done a lot more worthemeversing loop section of the track. The sound
insulation has been made up and the track lightly screwed down to allow some more extensive(tésting

replacement track | bought has yet to arrive; a bone of contentiényway, this whole section isw fully isolated

from the rest of the layout and is wired through the second controller on my power supply. This means | can be
playing with the reversing loop and marshalling yards whilst trains are running on the rest of the layout. Realistically
this will only be one at a time whilst using DC but can be more when | convert the system to DCC (or dual DC/DCC
more likely).

The other thing | have been experimenting with is controlling the reversing loop which is tricky due to the propensity
of such systemt create short circuits. | have done a lot or reading over the last week and | have yet to find a simple
and/or inexpensive system to make the transition fully automatic. There do appear to be some electronic gadgets o
the market but it is not overly ebr from the descriptions whether they are truly fully automatic or still need some
manual assistancély research continues and in the interim, | have come across a very cheap and simple system
which is about 90% of the way there. This involves isoldtiageversing loop and powering it using a bridge

rectifier from the main loop. Works wonderfully up to the point where the locomaotive tries to leave the loop unless



you have remembered to reverse the controller setting. Otherwise it just stalls at tlaigsopoint as the loco is

seeing conflicting power. The other issue is that you can only go one way round the reversing loop since the bridge
rectifier means that the power in the loop is always the safimectionregardless of how the controller is s€or

the moment it is satisfactory and cost me nothing as | managed to find 4 diodes in my electronics box to build the
unit. | have ordered a coupl tiny integrated circuit units fronChinaat the vast cost on 98p so that the whole

thing can be hiddelaway neatlyThe second rectifiezan be a spare or possibly | can figure out a way using relays to
allow bidirectional running through the looplLooking back its exactly a week since | first set up the baseboard for
the new layout so things are movinggpty quickly. A lot of this is due to the experience | gained with the first layout
and the time | spent planning this new layout. The old one just evolved over the months as | experirheakeg

back to the start of this blog its exactly a year sihmmewed my interest in model railwaggime flies.

Tuesday 12 December 2017

Things have moved on apace. The weather was dry on Saturday until late on so | was able to cut the second half o
the baseboard to size and give it a couple of coats of gpadémt. | moved it into the garage overnight. Just a4l &g
shortly afterwardsve had heavy rain followed by sleet and then snow. On Sunday | was alltheodecond half of

the baseboard and finally see how much space | had to play with; it looks Gugdonday | laid out all of the track,

the rehearsal | did last week paid dividends as it all went together fairly easily and to my relief it fits perfectly with
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realised that it was steel rather than nickel silver and needed a lot of cleaning to get it to work when tested. |
checked on eBay and found an auction for a set (8 pieces) of new track which was about to finish and put in a quicl
bid which I won. It should be here in a few days and | can théayrthe reversing loop and marshalling yard in the
centre of the layout.

Today | spent fitting the sound insulation (basically kitchen flooring) under the track and screviicipvtra (ba the
reversing loop. The track wiring is very simple at present and using only a single controller. | hope to be able to
figure out a wiring system which will allow two controllers to operate simultaneously under DC but first | need to
work out the wirirg plan for the points as many will have to be linked to allow safe operation. Due to the complexity
of my layout, | am not sure if | will be able isolate all of the points to avoid derailing the locos. Thiseisvelage

today:



Friday &' December 2017
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framework and mounted the old baseboard at one end. Tomorrow weather permitting | will cut and fit the
remainder of the baseboard. The final size should§om2 dzi i ¢Hé 068 cHE GKAOK 2dzi

access 3 sides of the layout reasonably comfortably. Ocalitup | need to fit some shelving and perhaps find

some cupboards on wheels so that they can be moved around under the unit when tong&id access for the

wiring etc.The baseboard has been given a coat of green garage floor paint to freshen it up and there is plenty left t
do the other half.tlgives anice clearuniformlook compared to raw plywood.

John Hill came to visit yesterdayainly to look at the progress | am making with the Velocette. However, kind man
that he is he also brought a box of railway wagons from his loft. Some of them date from the 1950s when most
rolling stock had to be built from kits. With metal chassis theyamazing heavy compared to modern primarily

plastic rolling stock. He also brought some books one of which covers modelling the GWR. It may well provide som:
inspiration most likely for a long term project to build a layout modelling Trowbridge statidghwas in my train

spotting days of the mithte 1950s.

Tuesday 8 December 2017

Surprise surprise, | did not hear from either of the people who said they would come to view the old layout on
Monday but really | was glad. | stripped it all down anded the track into a pile that might be usable with the

new layout (Hornby and Peco items) and things that were unlikely to be of further intenesinly Lima and Joueff

plus older Hornby stuff which had steel rather than nickel rails. The formet wienmy useful tarck box, the rest

into my disposal box. Doubt it has any real value but you never know. Strangely enough, the Lima stuff seems to b
identical in design and shape to the equivalent Hornby stuff so might get pressed into service.



| haveleft the old baseboard in place for now so that | can do some practise assemblies of the proposed new layout
| can only get parts of it up due to the smaller size but | have been able to adjust things like the long runs so that the
tricky bits can be assabled. So far | have completed the reversing loop and the complex bottom end of the track
and hit no major snags. In fact in a couple of cases | was able to experiment and pesblems the software had
identified. Seeing it in the flesh also openedagme possibilities for adding a couple of additional loops makséag

of the points which I had rescued from the old layout. What a lucky decision that was since buying the replacement:
would have cost near as much as | would likely have got if the ldgabsold. Another benefit is that | can use part

of the old layout board for the new larger layout making the design and assembly much simpler. | will probably wait
until my son Richard visits near Christmas to give me a hand with the fabrication opthd hould be able to do

the base framework myself.

Below are the pictures of the first two trial assemblies. The first is the reversingtawbmarshalling yaroh full size,
the second is the bottom section truncated by about&fid without the toploops or reversing loop due to lack of
space on the smaller work surface




Sunday %' December 2017

Things have moved on quite a lot over the last 3 weeks though mainly on the thinking rather than activity front. |
have decided to try and sell theisking layout as | have nowhere to keep it and until its moved out | cannot build

the new base unit. | have removed all the points motors and wiring and simplified one part of the track. It will be
sold with an old controller and the Lima diesel locomotib®ught as part of my initial startup kit last year. The

advert was put on Gumtree last weekend and got no response. Looking on eBay | realised | may have been overly
optimistic abaut price and | reduced it significantly on Thursd8gicethen | have reeived requesito view from
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As tre van was due to be SORNED fréhD&cember | paid a visit to Wickes and bought the large pieces of timber
needed for the new layout. Any smaller bits will either fit in the car or will come from the existing base unit if it does
not sell.

| did spend arvening with a tape measure, pen and pencil exploring the option of making my study the railway
room as its rather bigger. However, in the end | decided it was not worth doing as the shape of the room means tha
you could not get a significantly biggerday in place and it was simply not worth the hassle.

Alongside this we have been acquiring some new lounge furniture and this sparked off a major rgwiacticélly

the whole house resulting in a lot of stuff being junked including stuff that had bledtering the railway room. It

g2y QG IAGS YS | 0A 33 SikNelfbutd Badajiveronuzy ot3nara cupboamdand EreMag Y dzt G
space. | also forgot to mention that | have acquired an old XP based desktop computer &edagke laptop

have been using as my DCC controller. The laptop is on borrowed time as the battery is dead and | have to keep it
powered on all the time one day soon its going to go toes up. In addition, the screen is tiny and control is by a
touch pad which | am natomfortable with; preferring a mouse.

So things are looking good for th& generation layout.



Saturday 18 November 2017

Almost two months since | wrote up this blog which is indicative of the fact that | have not actually done very much
on therailway project. | have managed to relocate the baseboard so that | can now comyagtdlat three sides

with a maximum of a 2ft reach. The picture shows the
difference from the previous arrangement. It all looks

very sad as | have yet to put back a# thuildings

pending decision on how to proceed.

Moving it round did throw up one major snag with my
plan to increase the baseboard size froftx@ft to

8ftx5ft. | had overlooked the need to be abkeget into

the room and the location of the door is cangime

some head scratching. | may have to remove it altogether
and perhaps use a curtain. | also need to put up some
shelving as théargebook case which used to provide a

lot of my storage would also have been in the way and
has been moved elsewhere.
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work. In the interim, | have simplified the existing layout, removing some of the features which did not really work. |
may well simplifyt further by converting all the points back to manual now that they can all be reached and
removing the DCC wiring. This will release some expensive components which can be used on my next layout. Thi:
realy in anticipation of the fact that I willpiol 6 f @ KIF @S (2 &St f endughihdusebomdo dzii I 2
both and electrics apart | have enough track.

The nights are drawing in and the weather is making the garage a less attractive option for working so my attention
is slowly shifting from r&toring motorcycle back to railwaylsooks like | have regained %2 a day to commit to it
anyway ag have not renewed my membership of the model railway club. Bit sad as | enjoyed the company and
learned a lot but the annual subs are very high and | coatdustify them given the limited ality for me to get to

the meetings.

Saturday 23 September 2017

The replacement Dean Goods arrived on Friday which was a remarkably quick response. It wasrdeadye as

the old box had a small crush mankone corner, the new one was pristine. My initial reaction was disappointment

as this loco was just as sluggish as the first one for the first few laps, then it slowly picked up speed so | lefgit runnit
for an hour by which time it had achieved a sfisory speed. Still not quick like some of the Hornby models, but
probably realistic for a small goods loco of that era. Moreover, when | tried it this morning, though a tad sluggish
starting, it quickly regained a suitable cruising speed. | have giamother hours running inn and am now content

with it. Certainly the slow speed running is outstanding making marshalling yard work a doddle. | have been thinkin
about some of my other models which | have not run for a while. Even with the planned raw, lagannot see my
/201 2Q (GKS b2NIK (GNIXAy aSid 3SdadAy3a YdzOK AF lyeée dzas
sure. | had fitted a DCC amfer which | removed todayjust in case | do decideto setbit { G NI y3St & L R
desire for any more locomotives at present but | do need some better rolling stock, what | have at present is a mish
mash with no real theme. Trouble is | have not actually decided what theme(s) to develop. Time to look at some of
the magazines | have beenllecting. Something else which occurred to me today was deciding what controller to
dzaS 2y Yeé ySg GNIXrOl® L O2dz R 32 gK2fte& 5// Ay HKAOK
would like to have DC as well just like my predapbut. However, though | have loads of DC controllers, most are
very basic types with no auxiliary power for points etc. | do have an old H&M Duette system but the guy from Oxfor
Rail was pretty scathing about those so not sure | should risk usingiia@a G f SFad on &SI NA
think about.

One thing | want to do now the bed is removed from the railway room is turn the layout through 90 degrees so | car
get at some parts more easily. Not sure | can do this on myamarit will requre all the loose items to be tidied
away (and the rubbish which has accumulated underneath. Probably best to wait until one of the children decides t



visit. No panic as | am off to Spain for two weeks at the beginning of October for our annual tepGoltmbres
Rally so plenty to do in the next few days anyway.

Wednesday 20tiSeptember 2017

| spent Saturday at Steeple Ashton Village Hall helping out with the Model Railway Club annual show. | was surpris
how many people turned up and from how far ayes it was quite a small show by the standards of such things,

only one trade stand and perhapsl® other exhibitors. Neverthelesthere were some really nice layouts mostly n
gauge. | manned the"2hand stall along with Williamg bought a couple of Hornby track items which may be useful
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had to carefully record each sale. An enjoyable day and | got to meet a lot oftthbernembers who only go on
Wednesdays.

The saga of the sluggish dean goods has rumbled on during the last week. | reported the problem to the supplier
who suggested it needed running in for an hour. | did this and it did speed up a little by the evelidfol found it

was as slow as ever next morning so | repeated the running in session two more times with similar results. Eventua
| had a call from someone at Oxford @il Mondayto discuss the problem. He quizzed me about my controller and

we agreed that | should take it to club on the Tuesday and try it on their layout. This | did and we got exactly the
same results- moreover Barry and William both agreed that the loco did seem very sluggish evernwahaed up.

They have now agreed it is faultyll be replaced. | posted it back to Time tunnel this afternoon.

Also today the parcel of track items | ordered from Malta for my new layout arrived. | opened it to check the
contents which were correct and it is now in the cupboard awaiting the stareohew project.

Wednesday 13 September 2017

Not long been back and still awaiting the parcel of track from Malta but not in a desperate hurry as ther are lots of
other things on the go at present. | have not ordered the wood for the track base gé&trasy it in the dry prsents a
problem so this will be delayed until | ready to start. Realistically this will not be until Noveypbssibly

December.

However, | have bought another locomotive, a
new oxford rail Dean Goods as | found one at
a very god price at Time Tunnel Models a
company | have previously had good service
from. Ordered on Monday and arrived this
morning along with a sound decoder chip for
the King Class loco | bought a while back.
These chips have been promised for ages and
finally became available a few days ago. Cute
little engine which | have hankered after for a
while. | finally went for new because most of
the 2" hand ones are tender drive and they
never work well on my layout. Only the

Hornby version is loco drive an&hand

prices for these are very close to the new

price of he Oxford Rail model. First
impressions are very favouralde ¢ KS RSGFAfAy3 Aa @OSNE 3I22R YR AlQA
concerns me a little is that it is very slow even at maxinmawer. However, this may be a design feature as they do
make great play about scale speed.
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yesterday. They are short handed so | have n&ered to help out though no idea what | will be doing.

Tuesday 289 August 2017



Work on the railway project has not stopped completely, but time to write up the blog has been difficult to find.

Now | am struggling to get the events being recorded insomyof chronological order. The layout itself has been
simplified slightly as some of the associate points were giving me trouble and the sidings they served were perhaps
bit OTT. In addition, | have just decided to build another larger layout. Withgheement of Mrs F | have

dismantled and stored the bed that used to be in the railway room so | how have arb@m& work with. My

new layout will be 8 x 5 ft and at 90degrees to the present layout. This will allow me easy access from all sides evel
without having a hole in the middle (which | may include anywalls design incorporates what | have learned from
belonging to the model railway club and my own experience with the first layout. | found a software tool on the web
called AnyRail which &bsolutely brilliant.It includes a Hornby library so you can build a layout using their track and
be confident that it will all fit together. The only drawback is that it costs £50 for a licence so | am using the demo
version which has a limit on piecektrack. | got round that by designing it in two sections. If it was a bit cheaper, |
would have paid up but@ something | am only going to use once so £50 seemed a bit inuiehl to interest the

model railway club in buying a copy to hire out temmbers butnojoyL Qf £ Ay Of dzZRS | LJA Ol dzNE
course. | had a lot of the necessary track left over from the first layout but | will need a substantial amount more
especially long straights (due to the larger size), points and points nddtors KS 2 NRSNJ K & 0SSy
shipped until 1§ September as | am away on holiday until thewill also need to order the timber for the frame

and baseboard.

I have bought a few more locomotives in the intervening period as well. In no particular oidaimbne 4300 Class
2-6-0 Mogul (saw one at the Club and was very impressed), a Dd&p0l@ounty of Chestetd supplement my early
4-4-0 County of Devon)ral a Black Class 4p624T in BR colours. This was bought because it was a model | wanted
badly when | was a youngster with a Horribyblo layout and | could never afford one. They were never used as far
as | am aware on the Western Regmar not in GWRolours anyway;, so it wil just have to make guest

appearances from time to time like Mallaashd Evening Star



