
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŀƎŜ bƻǿ ς July 2025 
 

The Bikes shown below are the ones currently in my garage as at January 2026. Any bikes that have moved 

ƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ άwŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘŜŘέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ 

without ever making to this blog.   
 

This is my TS250/1 which I bought at 3 months old in 1981 and used to commute to college in 

Cheltenham. It was sold in 1982 and bought back from the same owner in 2005. By then it was rather 

sad and blue instead of black but after 

much tlc and dosh it now looks like 

new. It was used on trips to France and 

Scotland and numerous other long runs 

for several years but on SORN more 

recently. It was next used for our club 

ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛƴ /ǳƳōǊƛŀ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ Ωмр ŀƴŘ 

Colombres (Spain) in October. Probably 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ōƛƪŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜƭƭΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ 

have a recent picture but it now has a 

Honda TLS front brake put on to cope 

with the Pecos mountains. Not used 

much in 2021, just waiting for April 

2022 when it can be registered historic. 

Well that date is well in the past and in October 2023 the faithful MZ went back to Spain for its third 

Colombres rally. After a puncture within ½ mile of the start on Day 1 it never missed a beat. Since that 

time the bike has been resting in the shed but always starts easily and is ready to go. Not one I would 

ever sell. 
 
 
 
 

In 2019 I had a yen to buy a really nice MAC Velo but when I started looking in earnest I found that good 

ones were fetching nearly as much as a Viper. As the ones available were also some way distant I decided 

to hang fire and see what else 

came up. To my delight the bike 

shown left was advertised in 

Fishtail in July 2019 by a VOC 

member in Frome only 10 miles 

away. It was a deal that just had 

to be done and it is without doubt 

the shiniest bike I have ever 

owned. Only ridden it round the 

block a couple of times so far. This 

bike is only going out on days 

guaranteed to be dry. Still not 

ridden the Viper ƳǳŎƘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ 

getting it dirty. To be honest in retrospect I made the wrong decision in going for the Viper and should 

have stuck with the plan to get an MAC. These engines go well but thrive on revs and donΩt like plonking 

Moreover the seat is like a plank so its not overly comfortable for more than short runs. I have hardly used 

it in the 6 years I have owned it. Keep thinking I should sell it but the market for old British bikes has 



tumbled in recent years and it would only fetch a fraction of what I paid for it. Fortunately bikes donΩt 

need hay so it can stay wrapped up in my new bike shed and get the occasional outing. 

 

I had been seeking a rigid 350cc Velocette MAC for a while and found one advertised in Northwood Hills 

near Watford in February 2022. Curiously the owner lived just down the road from the offices where I 

ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфулΩs. Anyway a deal was done and the bike is now part 

of my fleet. I had a problem getting a reliable tickover initially which was finally traced this to a dodgy ATD 

unit but only after I had spent ages playing with the carburettor. Since then it has been fine and I have 

used it a number of times and thoroughly enjoyed it. The original plan was to use it for WRRTC events this 

year but somehow that did not happen and for the life of me I cannot now remember why.  The previous 

owner had problems starting the bike which he blamed firstly on the carb (it came with a new Monobloc) 

and then the magneto so he fitted something called a Thorspark unit. This basically uses the magneto 

body to house a coil ignition setup. It worked well enough though his problems were really caused by the 

dodgy ATD unit already mentioned. I was not happy relying on a  Miller dynamo dynamo so I have 

converted it back to magneto ignition and it now starts fine and runs well but is rarely used ς too many 

other toys.  

 

 



After 3 happy years with the Himalayan I decided it was time for a change and had test rides on several of 

the newer Royal Enfield models. I was very taken with the new variant of the Himalayan called the Scram 

and if it had been around in 2019 I would probably have opted for that model. However, 3 years on and 

did not appeal as much as the Meteor and the new Classic 350. It was hard to choose but in the end I went 

for the Meteor and it came into the garage in June 2022. Not a fast or exciting bike, happiest cruising 

around 50-55 where it return over 100mpg. But that sort of speed is more than adequate for me these 

days.  The feet forward riding position makes for very relaxed riding though the gear change took a bit of 

getting used to. Overall I am very impressed with the build quality of the latest Enfields and the 

gearchange is a big improvement on the Himalayans. No off road capability obviously but in truth I did 

very little of that in on the Himalayan anyway. 

 

 
 

 



Elsewhere on the website you will find a project diary for a 1938 250cc MOV Velocette basket case that I 

bought from David Childs in Yeovil I think in 2016. The bike was eventually completed about a year later 

and was sold (after much badgering) to my friend Bill Little; a decision I always regretted. Fast forward to 

Autumn 2023 and Bill very sadly died but before he went he kindly agreed that I could buy back the MOV 

so it is now gracing my garage once more. I did use it on the Giants Run in Dorset in May 2023 and for the 

odd potter round the. lanes. In 2024 & 2025  it was again used on the Giants Run and was also my bike of 

choice for various VMCC road trials in 2024 resulting it being runner-up in the PV class of the WRRTC. \ Its 

still with me and will get used in 2026 for some local Veteran & Vintage runs. Over the winter I stripped 

the front end to cure a clicking noise when the steering was turned to full lock. DidnΩt really find anything 

to explaian it but after careful  reassembly, the noise has gone ς hopefully not to return. 

 

 
 
 



Another bike I had always regretted selling was the 1959 Venom with the MSS motor. I had never really 

appreciated what a gem this bike was until after it went. Though the Viper that replaced it is superb both 

cosmetically and mechanically, it lacks the plonking power of the MSS motor and the seat is like a plank. For some 

time I had been quietly looking round for a replacement. While I was in Colombres it reminded me that I had done 

the rally twice on the Venom/MSS in the company of Biil and Mike Davis. Mike riding his lovely Venom and Bill on a 

tidy MSS that also had an electric start/ Long story short, that bike is now in my garage. I have only ridden it briefly 

as the weather has been dire for weeks. It is now in the workshop having a full service and being fitted with a rack 

and indicators. It is entered for the for the Somerset Section Twin Dragon Run in April and if that goes well I hope to 

take it to Colombres in October 2024 for its 3rd visit. As the picture shows, it is still wearing the 2017 Colombres 

stickers.  

In fact it did not get used on the Twin Dragon run but it did go to Colombres in October 2024 for its third visit. The 

only issue was an LED bulb that disintegrated ς easy fix. It is currently being used in the WRRTC road trials and we 

eventually won  the post war class for 2025. The bike has been resting since October but I am confident it would 

start and run any time I decided to take it for a ride. 

   



 
 

This is a 1979 TS250/1 which I have built up as a green lane trail bike over the past two yearsΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘǎŀ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊŜ 

and is constantly being refined (posh word for bodged). The motor is an ETZ250 bored to 300cc and modified with 

5th ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǇƻǊǘ ōȅ ŀ Ǝǳȅ ǿƘƻ ǊŀŎŜǎ a½ǎΦ bƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ ƳƻǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƭŀƴŜǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ƻƴ the shelf. 

Eventually I may Ŧƛǘ ŀ {ǳǇŀр ƳƻǘƻǊΦ CǊƻƴǘ ǿƘŜŜƭ ƛǎ 9¢½нрм ǿƛǘƘ нмέ ǊƛƳΦ ¢ŀƴƪ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ 9¢Z125 and rear wheel is a 

16έ 9¢½нрл ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǇǊƻŎƪŜǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊ ς I also have an 18έ wheel but that makes it a tad too tall. The seat was 

bought at the Somerset Section Autojumble in March 2025 but not sure what it came from. Howewer, it looks the 

part. Not immediately obvious, but I have fitted an oil tank in the battery compartment and reconnected th e oil 

pump so no more mixing petroil. I have done  a couple of 40-50 mile trips on it recently and it seems to go fine even 

on some gentle green lanes. This bike is continually evolving and next time I update this page it will probably look 

completely different. 



 

  

In 1976 I bought a new MZ TS125 identical to the bike pictured and used it as my daily commute from Trowbridge 

to RAF Upavon on Salisbury Plain. It did over 6k miles in all weathers and never let me down. Eventually I was 

posted to Innsworth where we moved into MQs so the bike was not needed. It was exchanged for a frame tent and 

camping equipment which gave us family holidays for a couple of years until we bought a caravan.  

 

Fast forward to April 2025 and I was contacted by someone who had inherited a couple of MZs from his father and 

wanted advice on selling them. I found a good home for one and bought the green one. Which was pretty rough 

but basically sound and I managed to get it roadworthy. So a few weeks back I reprised my 1976 commute by riding 

it from where we now live, just outside Trowbridge to the gates of what is now Trenchard Lines. It went really well 

despite a very rattly motor. It is now a rolling restoration mainly to contain the rust and make it look tidy but with a 

well used patina. It has attracted a lot of attention and nice comments. I am still tidying the bike but keeping 

everything as original as possible and plan to use it for WRRTC events in 2026. It will also be on the West Wilts 

Stand at the Bristol Bike Show in February 2026



 
 

This is my 1979 Honda CB400T Dream, very similar to the CB400A I had several years ago but with conventional 5 

spd gearbox. Bought from a chap in Devizes in March 2025 with just over 10k on the clock and general condition 

suggesting is was correct. The tyres were almost unworn but  25+years old so these have been replaced and I gave 

it an oil/filter change just to be sure. It was bought specifically to take to Spain in September when a group of us are 

doing the Moto-Piston rally. In the interim I have done a few short runs and my son Philip used it on the White 

Horse Scatter event in July ς no problems reported. As planned the bike was used on the Moto Piston event and 

went very well, just a minor hiccup with the petrol tap. It comfortable and more than quick enough for me. At the 

moment its resting in the new bike shed, too nice to risk using on winter roads. 

 



 
This is another 1955 Velocette MSS which I could not resist buying even though I needed another like a hole in the 

head. It was bought as a basket case 7-8 years ago by Derek Daniels, chair of the West Wilts Section. He spent 

serious money restoring the bike but never really got it sorted to the point where he could ride it. Matt Young took 

pity and had it in his garage for a while and asked me to have a look at it as well. We got it running though 

restarting was a bit problematic. Long story short itΩs now in my garage still unridden. I have  tidied up a few things 

but have not yet put any petrol in the tank or made any attempt to start it due to lack of time (and need for that 

matter).  Come the spring and it will get some attention. Just hope it goes as well as it looks.  

 

In the spring of 2023 I decided it time to get a dedicated trail bike and bought the 1990 Yamaha Serow 

shown below. It was a bit scruffy but cleaned up quite well and was  used on a number of section green 

lane runs. In fact it came close to going to Colombres. In 2025 I completed an MZ based trail bike and this 

replaced the need for the Serow which was sold in May 2025. However that is not the end of the story. 

The new owner had problems getting the bike to start. He did a lot of testing and involved several other 

people to help but the problems persisted. Richard did not tell me about this and I only found out about 

this from a mutual. After some discussion we reached an amicable agreement for me to buy the bike back 

in October 2025.  I did nothing with it until late December 2025 and was not able to find anything 

obviously wrong. Sometimes it would start but only after churning the starter motor for ages. Once 

started it ran fine but would not necessarily restart. It is now in bits in the workshop trying to find the 

cause.  

 





Recently Departed Bikes 

 

 
During the summer of 2022 I convinced myself that I needed a small bike with electric start to replace the 

CB250RS.  I looked at various models, mainly Japanese before finally selecting the Suzuki GN250 shown 

below. I saw it on eBay and managed to win the auction only to find that the previous owner was a friend 

who lives in Wroughton. I used it in Cornwall  for a couple of days in September but we had to come home 

early as Mrs F was unwell. It went well enough and was very economical ς 95+mpg but somehow it does 

not jell with me and I am still undecided about its long term future in the stable. Though a worthy bike I 

think the CB250RS was better ς apart from not having an electric starter. 

 

 

 

 
 

This is a 1983 TS125 Sport a limited 

edition model marketed by Wilf 

Green. Not sure how many were 

made and they do not often come 

on the market but curiously there is 

another one only 5 miles away in 

Bratton and one in Somerset. This 

one came from Andrew Long in 

Exeter in June 2018. It was a little 

tired and not totally original in 

colour scheme when it arrived. This 

picture was taken after it had been 



tidied somewhat with the headlamp and fork shrouds painted red (were black). Runs fine but not yet 

aƻ¢ΩŘ ƻǊ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9{нрл ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ нлму ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

so only easy things are being done at present. More work was done in the winter including rebuilding the 

ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ aƻ¢ΩŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ΩмфΦ L ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±a// ǊƻŀŘ ǘǊƛŀƭǎΣ 

especially where its small engine size gives bonus marks. Could do with a better silencer but its not a 

priority. In 2020 it gained a new silencer and an extra 25cc so its now a 150. It has been running standard 

6v dynamo electrics without any problem, but I splashed out on a Powerdynamo system for it in April 2020 

to remove the dependence  on a battery. Not used at all in 2021 but kept as a long term prospect because 

of its light weight combined with a reasonable performance. Sold to Rod Western in February 2022 as I 

had a chance to buy a really nice TS125 restored by Paul Griffiths. 

 

I had a test ride on a Himalayan in March 2018 but in the end decided to go for the KLX250. However, I 

was never really happy with the Kawasaki, a worthy bike but somehow it never gelled with me. Also I was 

finding the R65 a bit heavy and thirsty. The solution was to sell both and use the money to buy the Enfield 

IƛƳŀƭŀȅŀƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Y[· ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wсрΦ .ƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ Ωмф ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƻƴŜ ŀōƻǳǘ слл ƳƛƭŜǎ 

so far but I love it. Now done 1800 miles up to end February 2020, not used for 6 weeks due to Covid-19 

lockdown. Still love it 2 years later and 4k miles on the clock. The bike was sold in July 2022 after 3 years 

and replaced by  the new 350cc Enfield Meteor just because I fancied a change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 1956 Francis Barnet Falcon 76 nicely restored by my friend Simon Bowditch several years ago but only 

used for a few hundred miles. He now prefers his more modern bike so I was very happy to bring it into 

my garage. It will provide a nice alternative machine for some of our shorter VMCC runs and of course is 

very light. Something I shall no doubt be glad of one day ς but not too soon I hope. 

 

   



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back in 2019 I concluded that BMWs were getting too heavy for me to manage comfortably I had too 

many bikes anyway. So I sold the R65LS and the KLX250 and bought the Himalayan.  Then I was tempted 

ōȅ aƛƪŜ 5ŀǾƛǎΩǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ wтрκс ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀŘƭȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƎŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǘƻƻ 

ƳǳŎƘ ƎǊƛŜŦΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ .a²Ωǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƎŀǊŀƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ǾŜry sad event has brought the 

R60/6 shown into my life. It was formerly owned by my riding buddy Terry Dixon and he insisted that I try 

it out because he had modified it to hi-level bars and a more armchair riding position. He was right and I 

found this to be one of the nicest BMWs I had ever ridden. Shortly after Terry was diagnosed with 

tŀƴŎǊŜŀǘƛŎ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ΩнмΦ  L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴ 

R80 motor in R60 running gear. A little shabby  and the mileage is high but it has been superbly 

maintained all its life. Love the saddle, very comfy. I rode it a lot for best part of a year but finally 

concluded that it was too heavy and too thirsty so it has sadly moved on. 



 
 

In mid 2021 I developed an urge to own a flat tanker so I could take part in other types of event. I was 

told of the AJS Model K12 below and purchased it in July. The bike was originally restored by Brian Barber 

for his wife Betty but she never rode it and it was sold to a chap in Bournemouth. Still in superb condition 

but when I came to ride it I found  couple of faults that made me wonder how much he had actually 

ridden it. The carburetion was dire, and only resolved when I had the carb sorted by Bill Harley. As well as 

boring the body and making a new slide he replaced the jet block which was from a different type of carb. 

Now runs like a swiss watch, albeit very slowly as its only a 250cc sidevalve. The other issue was jumping 

out of 3rd (top) gear due to an issue with the hand gear change gate. I have got round this for now but 

during the winter I need to modify the gate. I have used the bike twice in anger successfully and look 

forward to more rides next season. The K12 was sold in August 2022 because I had a chance to buy a 

1929 BSA 500cc Sloper with a lot of local provenance. 



 
 

 

This is the 1980 Honda CB250RSA I bought  from Reg Cox in August 2020 as a successor to the 1986 

ETZ250. A bike I had always 

admired and looking forward to 

trying it out. First impressions 

are how light it is for a 250. 

tƛǘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƪκǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƳƻŘŜƭΦ L 

gave it a bit of a makeover 

during  the winter and its all 

set for use in the spring when it 

will become historic. Used 

quite a lot in 2021 when 

lockdown permitted it has 

grown on me and will probably 

stay as its ideal for certain 

types of run and to take in the 

van when touring with the 

caravan. 

Finally sold the bike to Matt Young from Shaw in November 2022. Bought a Suzuki GN250 to replace it; 

mainly because it has an electric starter. Not sure it was a smart move. 

 
 



This is a 1974 TS250 which 

was assembled from parts I 

had in stock and using a 

frame which came with a 

hoard of MZ parts 

uncovered at Whitminster in 

December 2016. It is now 

fully road legal and I have of 

the MZ Hoard I done a 

couple of reasonable 

journeys on it to sort out any 

residual problems. I was 

unsure initially what to do 

with it but I enjoy riding it so 

much that it will remain and 

will probably share the 

VMCC road trial events with 

ES250 Trophy in 2017 as they 
 

both fall into the same age bracket. What did surprise me was how comfortable it was despite the low 
bars. Addendum: The ES250 got sold before the 2017 riding season started so the TS250 was the bike 

of choice for the western region events and indeed for much of my other Summer riding, being light it 

was easy to take in the van when towing the caravan. Still the bike of choice for the 2018 western 

regional events and because of problems with the Venom, it was pressed into service as my Colombres 

Ƴƻǳƴǘ ƛƴ hŎǘ Ωму ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǘŀƴƪ ŀƴd the Honda front wheel from the Supa5 in deference 

to the Pecos mountains. I have now fitted a 4spd engine and the original front end to make the bike as 

standard as possible.  Bike has now moved on to a new owner. 

 
 

This is a 1956 Triumph T100 I bought in February 2018 from Rod Western in Bristol. He bought it from the 

estate of another friend Mike Hotchkiss who sadly died about 5 years ago. However, Rod never used the 

bike and mentioned it when we were talking at an MZ club meeting early in the year after I had been to 

see another Triumph twin. It starts easily and looks gorgeous but was not charging (dynamo now rebuilt by 

Paul Lydeway) and misfired on wider throttle openings. The latter was operator error as I found I was 

setting the choke the wrong way round. However, I still had problems with the tickover which turned out 
 

to be a sticky slide and a badly 

routed cable. A front end 

shudder was traced to slack 

head bearings; now sorted. I 

used it for the Cornwall Week in 

2018 where it performed well 

and proved very economical 

(over 90mpg). However, it then 

lanquished for a long time and 

was finally sold in June 2019 to 

provide funds for the Viper. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Mastiff was replaced by the BMW   

R65LS shown and arrived on Christmas 
 

Eve 2018ς delivered by the vendor Rod 
 

Western (from whom I bought the 
 

T100). It had been laid up for 2 years in 
 

wƻŘΩǎ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
 

re-commissioned by its previous owner 
 

after a long lay-up. Basically a tidy and 
 

very sound bike once a few niggles had 
 

beeƴ ǎƻǊǘŜŘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ aƻ¢ΩŘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ 
 

regularly. It was used for the Twin 
 

5ǊŀƎƻƴ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ Ωмф ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ to the 
 

Vintage Revival at Montlerhy in May 
 

ΩмфΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ Ωмф ǘƻ 
 

part fund the Enfield Himalayan. 
 
 

This bike came into the garage in April 2018 

as I had a yen to do some more ambitious 

ǘǊŀƛƭ ǊƛŘƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ нлмр Yŀǿŀǎŀƪƛ Y[·нрл ǿƛǘƘ 

a very low mileage. However, it had a very 

hard life with its former owner and 



looks far better in the photo than in the flesh. One of the things I discovered later was that the bike was 

originally in the alternative black colour scheme. I am in the process of returning it to its correct livery. 

Easy to ride and very good on fuel (circa 100mpg) plus an electric starter. I took it toCumbria for the club 

holiday in June 2019 and it performed very well. Then I fell off it a couple of times on green lanes the last 

time breaking couple of ribs and decided that it was time to give up trail riding.  Sold in July 2019 to part 

fund the Enfield Himalayan 
 
 

 

1988 Honda Revere 600cc V Twin. Bought in 

May 2013 and used on the club holiday to the 

Derbyshire Dales in June when it did over 1000 

trouble free miles averaging near 70mpg. Shaft 

drive means minimal maintenance, just get on 

and go; one reason the BMW never got sorted 

and eventually went. The Honda went to my 

son in Shrewsbury but was sold to a fellow MZ 

club member in August 2016 when he acquired 

my spare Baghira. I still love these bikes but the 

riding position cannot be tailored and is just not 

to my liking over any great distance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a 1994 MZ ETZ125 which I bought in 

2015 and restored to the condition shown. 

It was given to my grandson in Shrewsbury 

and I am pleased to say he has now 

passed his CBT and is on the road.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I saw this combo advertised on the MZRC 

webs site and just had to have it. The sidecar 

is a Squire custom made for the MZ chassis 

and has hardly been used since it was fitted in 

мфупΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ мфтр ¢{нрл ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ 

swapped in 1978 for a Supa5. Recently it was 

fitted with a disk brake front end and the 

larger tank with chrome panels. It has now 

gone back to its previous owner in mid-Wales 

after he got withdrawal symptoms. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is an unusual bike which was on 

my wishlist for many years but sadly 

never quite came up to expectations. 

LǘΩǎ ŀмфрт LC! .Yорл ǿƛǘƘ Ŧƭŀǘ ǘǿƛƴ 

(boxer) 2-stroke engine. It was 

cosmetically quite good when I bought 

it for silly money but mechanically it 

was toast and needed a lot of work 

including total engine rebuild. I got it 

to MoT and UK registration stage but 

never really got on with it and it went 

to a fellow enthusiast in Lancaster at a 

huge loss. Strangely he offered a 

Honda CB400N in p/ex which I turned 

down; in  

retrospect it might have been a good idea as I subsequently bought the CB400A Hondamatic anyway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

appeared twice more on Ebay at inflated prices 

with descriptions that were very economical 

with the truth. It was very far from standard and 

certainly not worth the higher prices being asked 
 

ς ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 

 

This 1956 BMW R26 was used 

throughout the 2015 riding season 

and riding it gained me the Post 

War class award in the VMCC 

Western Region Road Trial 

Championship. It was very reliable 

but in my view totally gutless 

unless thrashed unmercifully. In 

fairness it seemed to thrive on this 

and was always reliable and oil 

tight. I sold it to chap in Bath in 

ƭŀǘŜ Ωмр ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ 
 


